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This study examines the change of values in the Israeli society over the past 40 years through
the image of the Israeli criminal as depicted in the written press. The research question sought
to examine how the change in values in Israeli society was reflected between 1970 and 2000
in the way in which the criminal was presented through the written media. For the purpose of
the study, magazine articles dealing with Israeli crime were selected from the newspapers
"Yedioth Ahronoth" and "Haaretz" from two different time periods: the early period - the
1970's and 1980's and the later period - the 1990's and the beginning of the millennium. The
selected articles were analyzed according to several parameters, including where we find the

perpetrator in the article, who surrounds him and what is said about him.

Globalization (as well as Americanization and McDonaldization), has been a leading player
in the development of Israeli society since the 1970's and has a significant role in shaping the
identity as well as the values of the Israeli society during these years. Globalization has led,
among other things, to a change in the concept of border, both by society as a whole and by
its individuals. The geographical boundary, between companies, neighborhoods, states, has
been replaced by globalization on an imaginary, moral or other frontier - with this change in
concept being most relevant in examining the representation of the offender in the media over
the years. Sub-actors of globalization - localization and globalization - also play a significant
role in changing the values that apply to Israeli society and the way in which the image of the

Israeli criminals was shaped in the written media in the early 2000's, when this study ends.

The study also relies on various articles and concepts originating from popular American
culture in general, and especially those dealing with the American crime as reflected in
popular cultural content. learning the image of the American gangster and the narratives that
accompanied his image in the media allows as to understand how the Israeli society and the
media, tried to resemble American society. We can see how over the years, Israeli society has
adopted more and more features of American society and even its values such as capitalism,

sanctification of individualism and more.

The image of the Israeli criminal, as reflected in the written press, has undergone many
changes over the years examined by this study. The Israeli offender, who in the early 1970's
was portrayed as an Oriental immigrant, a resident of the disadvantaged neighborhoods and

development towns and as representing the margins of the society, became, during the later
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period of research, under the auspices of globalization, the hero of his culture. His
establishment at the center of the media discourse, in the magazine's articles, symbolizes
most of all the collapse of the old Israeli hegemonic culture and the upheaval in the power
relations in society, the rise of the new elites. Values have changed materially and from a
socialist society with a centralized economy putting the rule at the expense of the individual,
Israeli society has become a capitalist, with a privatized economy in which the strong
survives and the individual stands at the center.

Key findings in this study concerned the character of the criminal and the area in which he
operates. In the early period, the Israeli perpetrator was portrayed as a member of the north
African ethnic group, the peripheral representative as he represents a territory — a place. that
territory is the distressed neighborhoods and development towns. In the later period, the
offender leaves the distressed neighborhoods and is now living in the quiet suburbs and luxury
towers. Currently the crime does not depend on place and territory, as the boundaries have
changed. This study also found that the "gang of crime™ that was common in the 1970's has
changed in the later years to "the family"”. The gang is now a criminal organization, a capitalist,
hierarchical and bureaucratic economic corporation. In the later period, and like the American
mafia, the media draws up the crime map according to "crime families”. The crime organization

is now family based and does not depend on geographical location anymore.

Beginning in the 1990s, articles expressing fear of the radical change that had undergone the
society grew, and the fear of its complete destruction was expressed mainly by articles dealing
with the Russian mafia and the fear of its invasion into the Israeli society. Alongside the fear
if Russian mafia, articles longing the naive past started to rise reminding the readers about the
strong sense of community that was once there and now gone. This is the culmination of the
struggle between the global and the local. The fear of total corruption of society due to global
procedures leads the company to the desire to go back to the small tribe and to the homogenous,
collective, distinct culture and community. Will the company be able to repair and restore what
it was in the years to come? Probably not. The clash between the global and the local
culminated and will be followed by the creation of a hybrid -called Glocalization — which
would lead to more emphasis on the community and the locality. It would be interesting to

examine how this procedure will be reflected in media crime coverage.
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No crime means no police. What makes the presence and control of the police
tolerable for the population, if not fear of the criminal? This institution of the
police, which is so recent and so oppressive, is only justified by that fear. If we
accept the presence in our midst of these uniformed men, who have the
exclusive right to carry arms, who demand our papers, who come and prowl on
our doorsteps, how would any of this be possible if there were no criminals?
And if there weren't articles every day in the newspapers telling us how

numerous and dangerous our criminals are? (Foucault, 1972, p, 47).
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